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Date: March 3, 2020 

Re: Coronavirus (COVID-19) Notice to Families 

 
Dear Santa Cruz County families: 

All ten Santa Cruz County school districts, in partnership with the Santa Cruz County 
Office of Education and Santa Cruz County Health Services Agency Public Health 
Division, are working collectively to address the novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
outbreak. While there remain zero confirmed cases within Santa Cruz County at this 
time and the risk to our community remains low, incidents of the disease are growing 
globally and within the United States, including the San Francisco South-Bay Area.  

The Santa Cruz County Office of Education has launched a web page that will be 
updated regularly to offer updates, resources, and links to other agencies. You can 
access this page at www.sccoe.link/coronavirus. The Santa Cruz County Public Health 
Division is also working diligently to provide accurate and timely information on their 
website at https://www.santacruzhealth.org/Coronavirus. 

We will be prepared in the event that an outbreak does occur in Santa Cruz County. 
Because COVID-19 has the potential for long-term disruption to our community and to 
our schools, we are taking the following actions to limit the spread of the disease so that 
impacts to our students and families are temporary and brief: 

● We are urging students and families who are sick to please stay home and 
contact your health care provider if necessary. Influenza activity is high at this 
time, and limiting the spread of the flu in our schools is important.  

● We ask that anyone who has had known contact with a COVID-19 patient, has 
traveled abroad to an area impacted by COVID-19, or who is exhibiting 
symptoms of fever, cough and difficulty breathing, to contact a medical 
professional IMMEDIATELY so that a confirmed diagnosis may be reported 
to the Santa Cruz County Public Health Division.  

● Custodians will utilize disinfecting cleaners and gloves to disinfect classrooms 
and public places.  

● We are helping to ensure students have accurate information about how they can 
help protect themselves and their families, including proper hand hygiene, safe 
coughing, and sneezing techniques.  

● We are working with our local Health Services Agency regarding preparedness 
and response protocols for any future COVID-19 cases.  

 

http://www.sccoe.link/coronavirus
https://www.santacruzhealth.org/Coronavirus


 

The COVID-19 outbreak is an emerging, rapidly evolving situation, and 
preparedness and response information may change quickly. Our response may 
include temporary school closures to facilitate campus cleanings and to help mitigate 
the spread of the disease. School closures will be implemented under the direction of 
the Santa Cruz County Public Health Division, and we urge families to have plans in 
place for how your family would manage a school closure or how to keep all members 
of the household free from illness if a caregiver becomes sick. 

At this time, we do not plan to cancel future field trips or take other measures to limit 
social interactions. We will make any necessary adjustments to travel plans as more 
information about COVID-19 becomes available, and final decisions will be at the 
discretion of each school district. 

The Santa Cruz County Public Health Division also advises that steps to prevent the 
spread of flu will also guard against the spread of COVID-19. They include: 

● wash hands frequently with soap and water, for at least 20 seconds; 
● get your flu shot to protect against flu or symptoms similar to COVID-19; 
● use hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available; 
● avoid close contact with people who are sick; 
● cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash; 
● avoid shaking hands; 
● clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using regular 

household cleaning supplies; 
● avoid touching your face with unwashed hands; 
● stay home from school or work when you are sick; and 
● call your primary care provider for instructions BEFORE seeking in-person care 

for flu-like symptoms 
 
Please continue to check the COE page for updates: www.sccoe.link/coronavirus 
Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laurie Bruton, Superintendent, San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District 
Lorie Chamberland, Superintendent, Live Oak School District 
Eric Gross, Superintendent, Pacific Elementary School District 
Mike Heffner, Superintendent, Bonny Doon Union Elementary School District 
Tanya Krause, Superintendent, Scotts Valley Unified School District 
Michelle McKinny, Superintendent, Happy Valley Elementary School District 
Diane Morgenstern, Superintendent, Mountain Elementary School District 
Kris Munro, Superintendent, Santa Cruz City Schools 
Michelle Rodriguez, Superintendent, Pajaro Valley Unified School District  
Faris Sabbah, County Superintendent of Schools  
Scott Turnbull, Superintendent, Soquel Union Elementary School District 
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